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KC Peace Planters, a coalition groundswell against nuke
including PeaceWorks, turned in -making in KC.
petitions for two ballot initiatives on Hereds a s
Nov. 14 to the city clerk of Kansas the two new initiatives.
City, Mo. At press time for this issue, Remove city
it was expected that the election financial involvement in
board would soon verify sufficient production of nuclear
signatures for the initiatives to be weapons components \
placed on the ballot, but that the City 1) Kansas C \ E
Council, in January, would vote to make any more 5
prevent that. contracts for
iwWe need 3,572 si gpnduting pagssfor o rg
each petition to be verified in order nuclear weapons or
for them to qualify for City Council finance their
hearings and t he Aprprodluctibnantieot ,§
PeaceWorks member Rachel future. s e S
MacNair, coordinator of the petition 2) Kansas City will Rachel MacNair (right) hands in two sets of petitions to City

drive. fiWe gat her ed dwestatseliadthes , 0 @epk Vickie ThompsorCarr (middle) and another office clerk
signatures on each prmicipa boods foro (Ieft)-fi photo by Ann Suellentrop

In a recent letter, Henry producing nuclear
Stoever, chair of the PeaceWorks weapons parts, to the extent used for making nuclear weapons
Board, wrote member salowddbylawCi t vy parts.
Council blocks the petitions, we will 3) No local agency will own the plant. 2) Renewable energy production is
go to court to try to get them on the If the court knocks down any an option to be considered.
ballot, and we may need to appeal to provision, that provision can be cut The plans are to be updated
the Missouri Supreme Court. All of off and the rest remain. annually and available for public
that takes $3$%$. 0 SSafeguarcejabs wile qoritingenoyepldns comment.
fi our -8Bnd-Goliath struggle for nuclear weapons facilities Contact Jane Stoever, a
against omoder ni zi riyTéae ciywil make aontingency PeaceWorks Board member, at (913)
weaponso and asked nplmbeconvertingdocal nuclear 206-4088 or janepstoever@yahoo.com
renew their PeaceWorks weapons plants to other work in to help garner support for getting the
membership to sustain the case the plants are no longer to be  petitions on the ballot.

Red Cross calls for ban on nuclear weapons

The International Committee of the Red Cross/Red weapons. Passage of the resolution is a huge step in the

Crescent adopted a resolution Nov. 26 calling for an end global campaign to eliminate nuclear weapons. We all

to nuclear weapons. Ira Helfand, MD, of Physicians for need to plan now how to work with our national Red

Social Responsibility, sent peace groups the following e- Cross/Red Crescent societies to implement this resolution

mail: and conduct the educational campaigns about the nature
AThe resolution has |just [|penactearwa which thedesdiuyion proposes each national

acclamation, with a prolonged round of applause! It has society undertake. 0

been an amazing experience hearing one national Red Ann Suellentrop, a PeaceWorks Board member,

Cross/Red Crescent society after another decry the reports that the Red Cross/Red Crescent resolution says

unacceptable humanitarian (medical) consequences of

- that nuclear weapons are illegal under international law.
nuclear war and demand the abolition of these


mailto:janepstoever@yahoo.com
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We need nukes
by Jim Hannah

Alf you tell a big eno
enough, it wild.l be beli
That s what Adol f Hi

gave us the Holocaust.

Today wedre faced da
nuclear holocaust, and the Big Lie is back in a
magnitude that Hitler himself could not have
i magined. He was, afte
Ar i & dews and gypsies, homosexuals and
handicapped.

But now the Big Lie has grown to target the
entirety of civilizationd life as we know it on

spaceship Earth. Even 8 i e i e o ;

20,000 nukes could bring climate change starv-  The production building of the new KC facility for making parts for nukes is massive:

ing to death a Dbillion ybquiRiéntof18iBolall RiBsOPFe®y Bid lie, happbiPoPRbbyn Haas

tants. And a thousand nukes could well create an

Ice Age leading to the extermination of all humanity These lies remind me of those nesting dolls, where a

(www.nucleardarkness.org). small figure is enclosed in a larger figure, enclosed in a still
Imagine that: Armageddon with 19,000 nukes left larger figure, and so forth. Just looking at the largest figure,

over'| t s i ns an earmedistateshaveem-ear you woul dnoét necessarily noti

braced just such MAD-ness: the grim hope that somehow inside; you might not even be aware of their presence.

the prospect of Mutually Assured Destruction will prevent The unveiled truth, it seems to me, is that no nation is

a Hitler-type from pressing the launch button. Ironically, fexceptional 0O enough to be en

that very feard of a rogue group or person with nuclear nicide; that nuclear weapons and reactors inevitably lead

armsd seems to be moving us not toward the logical step  to disaster, Hiroshima-style or Fukushima-style; that no one
of eliminating them altogether, but further down the blind really knows how to contain radioactive waste for thou-

alley of deterrence. sands of years; and that if we had spent a million dollars a
The Big Lie our day is that nuclear weapons bring million times over-dpoptharoddiwhk
security, when in truth they bring insecurityd not only to in nukes amounts to) on humanitarian release and human

those who are targeted, but to those who cling to them in development, rather than on nuclear weapons, our nation
fear that others may also obtain them. Behind the smoke and our world would be immeasurably safer.

screenof nuclear-ar med finational sec But | can see where Hitler had a point. The small lies
that nukes are suicidal weapons in their use, and offen- and the Big Lie in our day have become so big, so ac-
sive weapons in their threatened use (not just defensive cepted, that many unquestioningly assume they must be
weapons, as often billed). By land, sea, and air, entire true. Would Congress or the White House lie to us? Would
cities are even at this moment threatened with nuclear the secret investors in the new KC nuclear weapons parts
annihilation. plant mislead us? Surely not!
This Big Lie, of course, is sustained by a number of plex and huge we canét do any
smaller lies, including: Shades of Nuremburg!
1 Those who have nuclear weapons can be At a certain point in Athe
trusted, while the f@hav meweall mustmake adecision between silent complicity
ing nuclear apartheid must be stopped from ob- or voiced resistance. When our chapter of history is re-
taining them, at all cost. corded (itself a hopeful assumption), may it be said that
f Nuclear scientists have resolved the risks of nu-  some few spoke out, some few acted out, against these
clear weapons and reactors, making them es- horrific weapons of mass incineration.
sentially safe, reliable, and accident-proof. We can only hope that nuclear weapons are a tempo-
1 Science is fully capable of containing radioactive  rary insanity. Meanwhile, let us plead for their elimination
waste from man-made plutonium, even its Pu- and not think that an apology years hence will suffice for
239 isotope with a half-life of 24,000 years. that which was ours to help undo today.
1 The trillion dollars the U.S. has spent on nuclear ] ) )
weapons since the Manhattan Project has in- 0 Jim Hannah is a PeaceWorks KC columnist and
creased national security, more so than had we Board member who has been arrested during two nonvio-
instead invested it on humanitarian need or so- lent peace witnesses at the site for the new Kansas City

cial services. nuclear weapons parts plant.
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How to reduce tax payments legally n for peace

by Helen Yeomans

To legally and
completely avoid
paying any taxes,
you have only two
choicesd reduce
your income below
the taxable level or
have enough
deductions to do this.
Either way causes
you to live at the
poverty level.
Specifically for
2011, to pay no
income taxes, a
singl e
income must be
under $9,500
(standard deduction
of $5,800, plus one
exemption, $3,700);
a married
income, under
$19,000 (double the
amount for a single
person); income for a
head of household,
under $12,200
(standard deduction
of $8,500, plus one
exemption). Taxable
incomes above these
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At site for
parts plant, Kima Garrison protests
war taxes as well as the plant.

fi photo by Robyn Haas
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levels are taxed at 10
percent for singles
and then at 15
percent above
$34,500. (Just double
the dollar amount for
married couples filing
jointly.) This is the
amount for line 43 of
your Form 1040.

To itemize your

care expenses, child tax credits, tuition
credits, retirement savings
contributions credit (IRAs), residential
energy credits, and earned income
credits for low-income

individuals. There is no work credit
available in 2011.

If you have your own business, you
may owe self-employment taxes
(social security equivalent) even
though you owe no income taxes.

deductions, you must Obviously, each indi
exceed the standard  are dependent upon his or her own
deductions circumstances. Congress could
mentioned in the change some of these particulars, but
preceding they have had a hard time reaching
paragraph. These agreement lately. Hope this helps you
deductions include plan as the year closes.
large medical
expenses, personal 0 Helen Yeomans, a tax
property and real accountant, lives in Overland Park,
estate Kan.
taxes, unreimbursed .

Editords note: Those

employee expenses,
home interest paid on
your mortgage, and

resist war taxes in ways the
government does not consider legal
might pay part or none of their taxes.
Yeomans advises those who do that,
KS&end any tax
separate mailing) from your tax return
so you do not get hit with the frivolous

contributions. You

Kb Give uft8h N U
percent of your
income to accepted

protest

charities. tax penalty. o She say
Credits (dollar-for- mailing can prevent IRS from
dollar tax reductions) ¢onsidering the retur

available are child

Contact City Hall,

White House, Congress

Mayor Sly James : 816-513-3500

City Council : 816-513-1368

President Barack Obama: 202-456-1111 comments;
202-456-1414 switchboard

Sen. Claire McCaskill (D -Mo.): 202-224-6154

Sen. Roy Blunt (R -Mo.): 202-224-5721

Rep. Emanuel Cleaver (D -5 district, Mo.): 202-225-
4535

Rep. Sam Graves (R -6" district, Mo.): 202-225-7041
Rep. Vicky Hartzler (R -4™ district, Mo.): 202-225-2876
Sen. Pat Roberts (R -Kan.): 202-224-4774

Sen. Jerry Moran (R -Kan.): 202-224-6521

Rep. Kevin Yoder (R -3" district, Kan.): 202-225-2865
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Civil resi stance caps war res
By Susan Miller and Jane Stoever
ANo tax bucks for 1went free wi tdhnofit i pouredinto this project. A billion

This was the chant of 46 protesters
Nov. 6 at the country's first new, huge
pl ant to fAmoderni
weapons. The five-building facility,
under construction on Mo. Hwy. 150
in southern Kansas City,
Mo., will replace the
current, 62-year-old
Kansas City Plant.
Products of the current
and future facilities include
nucl ear b-omb
nuclear parts such as
triggers and radar.

The new KC Plant is
the first of three new
facilities for the U.S.
nuclear weapons arsenal,
with the other two in Los
Alamos, N.M. (think
plutonium), and Oak
Ridge, Tenn. (think
urani um) .
gun, they
Ann Suellentrop, a
PeaceWorks Board
member, told the war tax resisters
during their annual meeting Nov. 4-6
in Kansas City, Kan.

At the new site for nuke-parts-
making, five people crossed the line
from the public right-of-way to the
facility property and were arrested.
The trespassers included Jim
Hannah, a PeaceWorks Board
member from Independence, Mo.,
and four current or former
administrative committee members of
the National War Tax Resistance
Coordinating Committee (NWTRCC):
Charles Carney of Kansas City, Kan.;
Kima Garrison of Portland, Ore.;
Jason Rawn of Union, Maine; and
Erica Weiland of Seattle.

Garrison and Weiland were
released on $100 bonds four hours
after their arrest. Their wrists still
showed handcuff marks, but they
tal ked about the
them. The other trespassers decided
not to post bond and were held about
24 hours, with Carney and Hannah
released on signature bonds. Rawn

court date, no fine, no community
serviced facilitated by lawyer Henry

z ¢ Stoever. The court date for the others

is Jan. 17.
Right after his release, Carney

wrote supporters,
but nothing compared to what the
political prisoners around the world
go through. o Noti
gluten-free food, Carney said Rawn
fessentially went-
hour fast. (Canéoét
sandwi ches, go f i
local coordinator for the NWTRCC
nati onal meeting,
to be able to converse with these two
6menschd (Rawn an
|l ast 24 hours. o

Before the trespass, several
people shared reflections on the new
nuke-parts production site, a former
soybean field.

ABig things are
this little bean
fnTake a | ook: Thi

gargantuan. The administrative office
alone is | arger t

g  Kauffman Center for the Performing

Arts. And the manufacturing plant
covers 17 acresd equivalentto 13
football fields! The Kansas City Star
reported $1 million a day is being

\ R
n WeTregﬁé‘séﬁnS together: approaching the property line for the new nuclear A .
ma kv\%apéni‘feﬁ:ility, are, from left, Jim Hannah, Charles Carney, Jason Rawn, [tg¥@ filed or do file tax

Weiland, and Kima Garrisoffi. photo by Robyn Haas
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dollars will be spent to construct the
buildings, and another four billion
dollars operating it for the first 20
years. Five billion dollars! It would be
like writing a million-dollar check five
— thousand ti
| not peanuts, and
certainly not soybeans!
You could buy a lot of
good with that money.
Or a lot of death and
destructi
— Weiland encouraged
the protesters to begin
and continue resisting
war taxes. She shared
the results of a survey
she conducted during
the NWTRCC meeting.
Among the 17 survey
respondents, 12 have
lived or are living below
the taxable level and 9

forms while refusing to

pay some or all of their
taxes. The respondents reported 432
years total of resisting war taxes and/
or refusing to pay, plus 180 years of
resisting/refusing to pay the
telephone tax that goes to the

“military. The respondents have

resisted paying $359,610 in income
taxes, and out of that amount, the
Internal Revenue Service had
collected $94,000.

Weiland also named what
respondents said were positive
consequences of war tax resistance:
having a cleaner conscience,
belonging to a community of
resisters, living in line with their
values, and feeling empowered.

0 Susan Miller of Hesston, Kan.,
is a former administrative committee
member of the National War Tax
Resistance Coordinating Committee.
Jane Stoever of Overland Park, Kan.,
is a PeaceWorks Board member.
Robyn Haas, photographer, is web
developer for PeaceWorks and the
National Catholic Reporter.
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War tax resisters meet, link taxes to KC nuke

By Susan Miller and Jane Stoever

The National War Tax Resistance

proliferation. He courageously stated

PAGES

-parts plant

industrial complex, to tell Wall Street,

Coordinating Committee (NWTRCC) that he himself was goingtorefuseto 6 No. You cané6t have n
held its annual meeting Nov. 4-6 in pay half his taxes in the coming my checks will be written out to the
Kansas City, Kan., with the theme, years. o That put Cpeople. 60
APl antd Reaicet War Ttaxeasistdnce path. PeaceWorks member Beth
The meeting at the First Carney also Seberger of Kansas City, Kan., spoke
Central Church of the noted that it at the NWTRCC meeting about her
Brethren culminated disturbed him in lifelong war tax resistance. She
Nov. 6 in a 1982 when began by not paying the $18 she
demonstration against Secretary of owed the I'RS in 1970.
the nuke-parts State Alexander  older brothers serving in the Air
production facility being Hai g sai dForce in the war, o6 sh
built in southern Kansas them march all been more influenced by Martin
City, Mo. they want, as Luther King and his example of

PeaceWorks long as they nonviolent resistance. | was seeing
member Charles continue to pay many young men my age struggling
Carney kicked off the t hei r t a x withtheir consciences over what to
meeting with musings Carney soon do about the draft. o
on unilateral was claiming Seberger said she asks her
disarmament. The first the maximum employers to keep her income below
time he heard that number of legal taxable levels and use the rest of her
phrase, in 1982, it was allowancesod salary for projects otherwise
not from a peace nined so taxes unaffordabl e. il have
activist, a college would not be development of the Kansas City
professor, or a socialist, withheld from Interfaith Peace Alliance, Episcopal
but from Catholic his paycheck. Social Services, Catholic Charities
Archbishop Ray He sai d, Refugee Services English as a
Hunt hausen. fAHe said a freeing thing: Second Language program, and
our faith impels us to be tobeabletolay Literacy Kansas City,
the ones to disarm down my sword Ail've also been abl e
first, o said Carney. HAAs and shield. now and then for folk
archbishop of the state What a freeing About 60 persons attended the

of Washington, he said
he hoped 500 or 5,000
or half a million
Catholics would refuse
to pay all or part of their
taxes as a way of
ending nuclear

thing: to tell the
government, to
tell the military-

War tax resisters demonstrate their patriotism by
protesting at the site of the new nuclear weapons

facility.
fi photos by Robyn Haas

meeting, including about 15
PeaceWorks members.
0 -continued on p. 7



