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Take a bold peace step: Ask people 
to sign the new petitions on nuke-
parts-production in KC. 

One petition calls for ending the 
cityôs financial involvement in making 
non-nuclear parts for nuclear 
weapons. Another petition requires 
the city to plan for alternative jobs, in 
case the federal government stops 
modernizing its nukes. Both of these 
petitions are for KC, Mo., voters to 
sign. A third petition is for people to 
sign who donôt vote in KC, Mo., and 
do want to support these measures. 

For links to all three petitions, 
plus instructions, check out ñPrevent 
More KC Funding of Nuke-Parts 
Plantsò at www.peaceworkskc.org. 
Download the petitions and ask folks 
to sign for peace! 

The petition on financing would 
bar the cityôs support for nuke-parts 
production ñthrough taxes, bonds, 
loans, tax credits, credit, or any other 
financial scheme or mechanism.ò 
The city has sold municipal bonds to 
private investors for the new nuke-
parts plant in south KC, a mile west 
of I-71, at Mo. Hwy. 150. The petition 
bans all future financing and 
requests divestment of the current 
funding through municipal bonds. 

Rachel MacNair, 
the PeaceWorks 
member whoôs 
coordinating the petition 
drive, says, ñWeôve had 
an economist look at 
Kansas City in 
particular and he has 
calculated that making 
alternative products 
such as solar or wind 
energy equipment 
would actually create 
more jobs than making 
the nuke products, so 
weôd be better off even in 
just economic termsò with 
workers doing other work. 

An earlier ballot 
initiative was stymied when the City 
Council rejected the measure, 
PeacePlanters sued to get it on the 
Nov. 8 ballot, and the circuit court 
judge said it required federal parties to 
the case, which would have taken 
much more time to litigate. The new 
ballot initiatives, hopefully to appear on 
the April ballot, are honed to Kansas 
City issues. 

PeaceWorks belongs to the 
coalition, KC Peace Planters, that is 
backing the petition drive. Another 

Get new petitions signed by November 15  

Rachel MacNair collects signatures at the UNplaza Art Fair. 
See more photos of the fair on pages 6-7.  

Nuclear weapon resisters testify in KC court  
by Jane Stoever 

Contradictions and courage. Both 
rang clear in Municipal Court in 
Kansas City, Mo., Sept. 28.  

The charge: trespass on May 2 
for crossing a property line at the 
construction site for the new nuclear-
weapons-parts production facility in 
southern KC. The site lies between 
Botts Road and Prospect Avenue on 
Mo. Hwy. 150.  

The accuser: CenterPoint 
Properties LLC Senior Vice President 
Jim Cross; CenterPoint, a Chicago 
financier, and KC realtor Zimmer 
helped plan the financing of the new 
plant through the sale of KC municipal 
bonds to private investors. 

The accused: 28 of the 53 
resisters who crossed a line May 2 
near the site; others came to court 

earlier. Two of the 28 could not be 
identified in court, so they were 
acquitted, and one was ill, so his case 
was continued. Most of the resisters 
live or volunteer in Catholic Worker 
houses where, without pay, they feed 
the hungry, shelter the homeless, and 
oppose violence. 

 
ðcontinued on p.4 

by Jim Hannah 

coalition member is the local 
Physicians for Social Responsibility. In 
late September, the national PSR gave 
a large contribution that allows Peace 
Planters to pay $1 per signature to 
those signature-gatherers in need of 
funds. Spread the word. 

The deadline for signatures: 
Tues., Nov. 15. Contact Rachel at 
rachel_macnair@yahoo.com or 816-
753-2057 to join the petition drive. 
Prime time for signatures: working at 
the election polls Nov. 8. 

http://www.peaceworkskc.org
mailto:rachel_macnair@yahoo.com
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One of my all-time favorite movies is Phenomenon, and a 
favorite scene from the movie is when the lead (played by 
John Trivolta) invites his girlfriend (Kyra Sedgwick) on a 
picnic. Itôs a bittersweet occasionðhe has been diag-
nosed with an inoperable and terminal brain tumor, just 
as theyôve begun thinking of a life together. But they are 
celebrating life and love nonetheless. She sees that he 
has thought of everythingða secluded pastoral hillside, a 
majestic shade tree, a picnic basket with food and drink. 
And seeing a blanket spread out in the grass, she asks, 
in her usual straightfor-
ward manner, ñAre you 
expecting to get lucky?ò 
To which he replies, 
ñNaah é just hoping.ò 

This line came to 
mind when resistance to 
the new Kansas City nu-
clear weapons parts plant 
recently hit an unforeseen 
snag. Itôs important to 
distinguish what we ex-
pect to happen from what 
we hope will happen. 

The expectation was 
that after collecting 800 
more voter signatures 
than required for a ballot 
initiative, Kansas City 
voters on Nov. 8th would 
have an opportunity to 
determine whether they 
wanted a nuclear weap-
ons parts plant in their 
city, or a facility providing 
green technologies. 

That expectation 
was dashed when, for 
strategic and tactical rea-
sons, KC Peace Planters 
organizers withdrew the ballot initiative. (The reasons for 
that decision are beyond the scope of this column, but 
can be seen at the PeaceWorks KC web site: peace-
workskc.org.) 

This decision was disappointing to those who have 
been working to reverse Kansas Cityôs 60-year-old legacy 
as a key component in the U.S. nuclear weapons arse-
nal. Surely our nationôs 10,000 or so existing nukes are 
more than adequate for our ñdefense,ò and in truth are 
Cold War relics of aggression prompting further nuclear 
weapons proliferation and the eventuality of planetary 
omnicide. Shouldnôt this be self-evident by now? Deter-
rence is dead, as its key founders have been saying for 
several years. It needs a timely burial, not continued life 
support. 

So now what? Two newly worded voter petitions are 
being circulated, aimed at the dual goals of eliminating city 
funding for production of nuclear weapons parts, and con-
verting the nuclear weapons facility to alternatives that will 
safeguard employeesô jobs. Peace Planters, blocked in one 
approach, are attempting another. 

And that, of course, is where the hope comes in. Ex-
pectations may die, but hope is eternal. Peace activists, to 
endure, must take a long-term view of their cause, not pin-
ning their hopes on immediate gains or specific initiatives. 

When discouraged, I think of the decades-long 
civil rights movement and the hopeful, dogged 
persistence of Dr. Martin Luther King. His 
cause was as seemingly impossible as ours. 
But we can take en-couragement from his pro-
phetic words at New York Cityôs Riverside 
Church four decades ago: 
 

We still have a choice today: nonvio-
lent coexistence or violent coannihila-
tion. We must move past indecision to 
action. é If we do not act, we shall 
surely be dragged down the long, dark, 
and shameful corridors of time re-
served for those who possess power 
without compassion, might without mo-
rality, and strength without sight. Now 
let us begin. Now let us rededicate our-
selves to the long and bitter, but beau-
tiful, struggle for a new world. é Shall 
we say the odds are too great é the 
struggle too hard? ... Or will there be 
another messageðof longing, of hope, 
of solidarity, of commitment to the 
cause, whatever the cost? The choice 
is ours, and though we might prefer it 
otherwise, we must choose in this cru-
cial moment of human history (A Call 
to Conscience, pp. 162-163). 

 
The civil rights movement of the 1950s and 1960s 

teaches us not to expect quick or easy victories. But it also 
teaches us long-term hope in the nonviolent vision of Dr. 
King, for ñthe arc of the moral universe is long, but it bends 
toward justice.ò 
 

ðJim Hannah is a PeaceWorks Board member and 
columnist. 

Ever hopeful; never expectant  
by Jim Hannah 

A sign of hope: graffiti art rising above the wall 
and the conflict in Palestine. 

 

Renew your membership nowñhelp us sustain our 

work for peace! See box, next page. 
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Kevin Martin comes to KC  
by Gina Cook 

Kevin Martin, executive director of 
Peace Action (the national 
organization PeaceWorks belongs to), 
stopped in Kansas City during his 
Midwest tour. He met with about 20 
members of PeaceWorks and of All 
Souls Unitarian Universalist Church 
on Oct. 16.  

Martin was scheduled to speak 
on national peace issues and the 
work of Peace Action, but as he 
arrived in Kansas City, to our good 
fortune, he decided to spice up his 
tour with a different sort of activity. 
Instead of lecturing on peace, Martin 
facilitated a group discussion in a 
miniature workshop style. He must 
have recognized that we all were 
committed to the peace effort, and in 
this group, he didnôt have to win 
anyone over. He opened up the floor 
to us hardworking peace folk to 
discuss successes and strategies for 
our own campaigns. 

First we discussed Tom 
Haydenôs ñPillars of Warò concept, 
identifying as a group the different 
systems and structures that 
perpetuate war. We all agreed that in 
some peopleôs minds, the idea of 
America as a cultural and economic 
empire (also known as US 

exceptionalism) persists and 
deserves to be upheld at almost 
any cost. So we asked the 
question, ñWhat are alternatives 
to empire?ò Martin spoke of the 
ñflowering of the US republicò as 
a time to look forward to, when 
the government will be attuned 
to the needs of the people in our 
nation and the high-cost 
militarism we see today will be 
no more. Martin said the 
ñOccupyò movement indicates 
peopleôs desire to be rid of 
empire. 

To help us strategize, 
Martin introduced the acronym 
ñSWOC,ò or strengths, 
weaknesses, opportunities and 
challenges. He helped us 
brainstorm each of these categories in 
the context of the larger peace 
movement and also in our local 
campaigns, especially our opposition 
to the Kansas City Plant. 

Participants left the discussion 
encouraged and re-energized, ready  
to tackle issues with a few new 

Now-Nov. 15, get signatures on petitions to prevent more 
KC financing of nuke-parts plant and plan for other jobs. 
Contact Rachel MacNair, 816-753-2057, 
rachel_macnair@yahoo.com.  

Nov. 12-Dec. 30, Windows and Mirrors: Reflections on the 
War in Afghanistan, traveling murals exhibit at KC, Mo., 
Central Library and Johnson County Central Resource 
Library. Speakers include Kathy Kelly of Voices for 
Creative Nonviolence (Dec. 11, 2 pm, Central Library). 
Contact Ira Harritt, AFSC, 816-931-5256, 
iharritt@afsc.org.  

Nov. 19, PeaceWorks long -range planning, KC, Mo., 
Central Library, 10 am to 2 pm. 

Jan. 4-6, Leadership Training Conference of Peace Action 
for Midwest chapters; in Milwaukee, Wis. Contact Henry 
Stoever, 913-375-0045, henrystoever@sbcglobal.net.  

Second & fourth Tues. each month , 7-8:30 p.m., KC Peace 
Plantersô meeting. Contact Ann Suellentrop, 913-271-
7925, annsuellen@gmail.com.  

Every Tues., 5 -6 p.m., peace demonstration at 63
rd

 St. and 
Ward Parkway. Contact Carol Huhs, 

Calendar  

strategies in the works. We were 
grateful to Martin for stopping by in 
Kansas City to raise our spirits and 
instruct our minds for the cause of 
peace. 

 
ðGina Cook serves up food and 

fun at Holy Family Catholic Worker.  

Kevin Martin and Ann Suellentrop at the 
gathering Oct. 16. ðphoto by Robyn Haas 
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