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Whateverôs your art of choice, 
youôre likely to find it at the 
UNplaza Art Fair. The wares 
this year range from ceramics 
to jewelry, from glass art to fiber 
art, from wood work to mixed 
media, from photos to paintings, 
plus candles, teas, and soaps.   

The UNplaza Art Fair has 
been the main fundraiser for all of 
PeaceWorksô projects since 1991. 
Then, it was held on the lawn of former 
Board member Corva Murphy and her 
husband, Dr. Everett Murphy, in 
Brookside. The fair began with only 16 
artists; over the early years, it 
expanded to their front and back yards, 

as well as their neighborôs yards.  
As the fair grew in size and 

popularity, it needed more space. In 
2000, All Souls Unitarian Universalist 
Church graciously agreed to host the 
event.  

The church provides  food 
concessions and a book sale, letting 
the church reap some profit, and the 
fair introduces All Souls to the greater 
community. PeaceWorks pays All 
Souls a percentage of the net for 
using the site.  

Patrons say they like the laid-
back ambianceðAll Souls is nestled 
among the Kemper Museum of 
Contemporary Art, the Kansas City 
Art Institute, and the Nelson-Atkins 
Museum of Art.   

A convenient central cashier is 
set up so customers can have a meal 
and shop at their leisure until they are 
ready to ñcheck outò; then they pick up 
their purchases. 

The UNplaza Art Fair is 
produced by volunteers, so all 
proceeds go to peace-related 
projects. Not only does the fair 

economically help local artists, but it 
can be inferred that the UNplaza 
helps to save lives because of the 
conflict mediation training offered to 
the Urban Ranger Corps and the 
peace studies scholarships for Park 
and Avila University students.  

Also, in KC, PeaceWorks has 
always been the leading voice against 
the nuclear arms race. The KC Plant 
Accountability Project is raising 
awareness that plant employees 
create guidance systems and triggers 
for the nuclear bombs still being made 
in the United States; that a new facility 
for nuke-parts-making is rising in 
south KC; and that contaminants at 
the current facility at Bannister 
Federal Complex have had deadly 
repercussions. 

Come to the UNplaza Art Fair 
and help us make our 20

th
 year the 

best ever for the whole community! 
Your help is greatly appreciated! 

 
ðPatti Nelson, vice chair of the 

PeaceWorks Board, coordinates the 
UNplaza Art Fair. 
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      Michikoôs home was in a protected area 3.5 
km south of ground zero, behind the base of a 
mountain. ñWhen my mother got home,ò said 
June, ñshe found her father upstairs in the 
shrine, praying for her soul because he thought 
heôd lost his daughter.ò 
      Michiko occasionally talked with June about 
her work caring for the injured after the attack. 
Her father, a physician, created one of the first 
triages in Nagasaki. Concerning longïterm ra-
diation effects, Michiko lost her hair and had 
several miscarriages before being able to con-
ceive children; her father died from stomach 
cancer about 22 years after the bombing. 
      Michiko was able to forgive, said June. ñMy 
mother passed away this February. She lived a 
pretty long and full life; she had three sons and 
a daughter. Weôre very proud of her, and we 

love her very much.ò 
June thanked the Hiroshima/Nagasaki Remembrance 

participants for coming to the annual event. ñThank you for 
honoring my motherôs memory by being here tonight,ò he 
said. 

ðJane Stoever serves on the PeaceWorks Board. 
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Gayle June of Parkville, Mo., came to 
KCôs Hiroshima/Nagasaki Remem-
brance on Aug. 7 to honor his mother, 
who survived the bombing of Nagasaki 
and who died this year.  

Michiko Okada, 18, was at work 
Aug. 9, 1945, in Nagasaki at the 
Mitzubishi torpedo factory 1.6 km north 
of the epicenter. Even though she and 
her best friend, Taki, were working un-
derground, they were still aware of the 
flash. The men guarding the entrance 
soon came inside, burned and bloody, 
and everyone was scared. 

Toward the end of the war, ñthere 
were very few men left,ò so only women 
and children worked in Nagasakiôs fac-
tories, June said his mother told him. 

Michiko and Taki were sent outside to find help after 
about eight hours. To their horror, when they left the fac-
tory, they saw there was no city left. Michiko and Taki 
had no buildings to guide their way home, only the street-
car tracks. Sometimes they would walk on something 
soft, and they finally realized those were dead bodies. 

Son of Nagasaki survivor speaks at annual ceremony  
by Jane Stoever 

The people of Hiroshima are grateful to Kansas City 
peacemakers for their tireless efforts to fight the 
misguided plan for a new nuclear bomb-making plant in 
Kansas City. 

Compared to the bombs the Kansas City Plant is 
helping to build, the Hiroshima bomb was a toy. Nuclear 
weapons represent a clear and present threat to human 
survival on planet Earth.  

When you hear your friends and neighbors or local 
politicians talking about nuclear deterrence, you should 
perform a citizenôs arrest. Anyone who talks about 
nuclear deterrence is threatening an exchange of nuclear 
weapons. Any exchange of nuclear weapons will result in 
catastrophic climate change that will make global 
warming look like a picnic. The concept of nuclear 
deterrence is a threat to your future, and anyone who 
supports it is an enemy of humanity preparing to commit 
ecocide. He or she should be tried in The Hague for 
threatening to destroy humanity. 

Human beings may not yet be ready for Gandhian 
nonviolence, but we must be ready right now for nuclear 
nonviolence. That is, even if attacked with nuclear 
weapons, we must never under any circumstances 
respond with nuclear weapons. That is the only way to 
survive. And yet, you never hear the pro-nuclear crowd 

talking about the possibility of climate change. Next time, 
make them talk about it. You can get the facts from a 
website: www.nucleardarkness.org. 

 The U.S. and Soviet Union are no longer able to 
control nuclear weapons. Every country is now in a position 
to decide for themselves whether to have them or not. As 
long as a few countries have them, and especially as long 
as the nuclear weapon states are permanent members of 
the U.N. Security Council with veto power over all that 
happens at the U.N., all other countries will be looking to get 
nuclear weapons in order to become first-class countries.  

Thus, we stand at a perilous crossroads. Either we get 
rid of them all, including U.S. weapons, or we let everyone 
have them. If we let everyone have them, it is only a matter 
of time before they are used, so we are actually deciding 
right now whether to eliminate them or use them. And if we 
use them, that will certainly be the end of civilization as we 
know it and possibly the end of the human experiment on 
this planet.  

This is not political rhetoric. This is your future. I hope 
you will do everything in your power to help us make the 
right decision. And for you, the first step is to shut down your 
local ecocidal factory. Thank you for your effort. 

ðSteve Leeper, a dual citizen of Japan and the United 
States, chairs the Hiroshima Peace Culture Foundation. 

Message from Hiroshima to KC 

ôShut down your local ecocidal factoryõ  
by Steve Leeper 

Gayle and Michiko ðphoto courtesy 
of Gayle June 
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Hiroshima/Nagasaki 

Remembrance  
Photos by Jim Hannah and Patti Nelson 

Clockwise from right: 

Artist Beth Vannatta 

shared her sculptures, 
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Garbison contemplates 
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Charles Jones and Tonya 

Huey ring the gong in 

honor of the victims; a 

family learns about the 

destructiveness of nuclear 

weapons; the floating 

lanterns were lovely in the 

twilight; Tom Fox of 

National Catholic Reporter 
attempts to bridge 

continents by calling 

Joshua McElwee, who was 

on assignment in 

Nagasaki.  


