
 

 

òRegistry of Supportó furthers ballot initiative 
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Nuclear weapons are no laughing matter. 
So why was there so much laughter 
during the recent anti-nuke faith and 
resistance weekend of Catholic 
Workers? And why did that laughter 
carry over even to the closing May 2 
peace witness, where 53 were arrested 
at the new Kansas City nuclear weapons 
parts plant? 

It must have been baffling to the 
squadron of police dispatched to arrest, 
manacle, transport, and process the 
ñoffenders.ò By a margin of nearly two to 
one, the peace folk outnumbered all 
others taken into custody that day. And 
their disturbance of the peace was 
ongoingðlaughing, singing, dancingð
some even lifting manacled hands aloft, 
or leaping into the air! 

Most baffling must have been the 
exchange between those taken into 
custody and the even larger number of 
supporters who had taken the high 
ground at the construction site. Across 
the gravel roadway they yelled words of 
encouragement, sang resistance songs, 
danced in solidarity, and at one point 
even engaged in a game of ñRed Rover, 
send ____ on over!ò 

Now letôs be real: There is 

something inherently 
laughable about a rag-
tag non-army of peace 
activists going up 
against the gargantuan, 
highly organized, and 
heavily funded military/
corporate/media/
political combine. 

If youôve ever 
seen a modern-day 
combine in motion, you 
can picture the 
outcome for anything or 
anyone standing in the 
way. Only stubble 
remains. (No shocks, 
just awe.) Like the 9870 
STS, for instanceð
John Deereôs largest-
ever combine, weighing 
in at 18 tons and 
generating 480 horsepower.  It can mow 
down 12 rows of corn in a single swath. 

What would it take to stop one of 
these $300,000 behemoths? Lots, it 
would seem. But my dadôs an Iowa 
farmer, and when I was home last time, 
he told me something quite intriguing. It 
seems that one of the most dreaded 

The ideal summer job: telling KC it would 
be much more fun (not to say sane) to 
support jobs for wind energy or solar 
energy than for nuclear bomb parts. 
PeaceWorks members are making the 
rounds at community centers, places of 
worship, and First Fridays at the 
Crossroads, asking people to sign a new 
ñregistry of support.ò 

The form covers several bases: It 
lets people endorse the ballot initiative 
that the Board of Election 
Commissioners said May 24 had enough 
signatures to get on the Nov. 8 ballot. 

The initiative would prohibit the 
production of nuclear weapons 
components at a new plant being built 
for that purpose. The initiative also 
recommends replacing the nuke-parts 
jobs with sustainable-energy jobs. 

Folks who live in KC, Mo., can use 
the registry to request yard signs.  

People inside and outside KC, 
Mo., can sign up for bumper stickers, 
request speakers on the ballot initiative, 
and volunteer to help in the education 
effort. 

On the slight (?) chance the 

initiative ends up in court, signatures on 
the registry will be good defense. 
Besides, people are learning about the 
initiativeðand liking itðas theyôre 
signing. For more info, call the 
PeaceWorks office at 816-561-1181. 

Sign the registry online at 
www.peaceworkskc.org/registry-
form.html. And download the registry at 
www.peaceworkskc.org/downloads/
Registry_of_Support.pdf.  

Take the registry to your friends 
and enemies, and make your summer 
sizzle! 

hazards of the 
combine 
season is the 
ordinary deer 
antler. When 
shed each 
year by bucks, 
antlers most 
often light with 
the tines 
upright. And 
when a 
combine tire 
passes over 
them, the 
result often is 
a costly, time-
consuming 
puncture and 
work 
stoppage. 
A John Deere 

9860, halted by a single deer antlerð
Deere vs. deer. Rather ironic, and with 
parallels to peace work. It seems to me 
that what the powers and principalities  
most fear is how easily their highly 
inflated claims for nuclear weapons as 
ñdeterrentsò and ñdefenseò can 

         continued on p. 3  

The action at Hwy. 150 and Botts Road was 

a joyful celebration of possibilities. 

 ñphoto by Jim Hannah 

Seriously, resistance can be a hoot!  
by Jim Hannah 

http://www.peaceworkskc.org/registry-form.html
http://www.peaceworkskc.org/registry-form.html
http://www.peaceworkskc.org/downloads/Registry_of_Support.pdf
http://www.peaceworkskc.org/downloads/Registry_of_Support.pdf


 

 

PAGE 2 PEACEWORKS JULY 2011 

Private First Class 
Bradley Manning, 
charged with providing 
material to WikiLeaks, 
is awaiting court martial 
under medium security 
in a military prison at 
Fort Leavenworth, Kan. 

On March 2, while 
he was in solitary con-
finement at the Marine 
Corps prison in Quan-
tico, Va., Manning received a revised charge sheet, in-
cluding the capital offense of ñaiding the enemy,ò accord-
ing to The Nuclear Resister June 7. The newspaper 
quotes Jeff Paterson, member of the Bradley Manning 
Support Network Steering Committee. Paterson notes, 
ñWhile the military is down-playing the fact, the option to 
execute Bradley has been placed on the table. é Itôs be-
yond ironic that leaked U.S. State Department cables 
have contributed to revolution and revolt in dictatorships 
across the Middle East and North Africa, yet an American 
may be executed, or at best face life in prison, for being 
the primary whistleblower.ò 

An article at www.bradleymanning.org says, ñDuring 
the nine months at Quantico, Manning was denied mean-
ingful exercise, social interaction, and sunlight, and was 
at times kept completely naked.ò Manning was trans-
ferred April 20 to Fort Leavenworth. Support letters can 
be sent to Bradley Manning 89289, JRCF, 830 Sabalu 
Road, Fort Leavenworth, KS 66027.  

Several PeaceWorks members joined about 250 
others June 4 at Fort Leavenworth to demand Manningôs 
release. Ira Harritt, KC program coordinator for American 
Friends Service Committee, later wrote, ñI was inspired 

by the passion of those who attended, which included many 
veterans. The growing number of veteran voices speaking 
out against militarism has a huge impact to counter the per-
sistent claim that opposing the war is opposing the troops. 
People from across the country came to support Bradley 
Manning as accused of being the whistleblower who re-
leased information needed by the American public to make 
an accurate evaluation of the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan.ò  

In ñWhy the Pentagon Papers Matter Now,ò posted 
June 13 online, Daniel Ellsberg says, ñThe WikiLeaksô un-
authorized disclosures of the last year are the first in 40 

years to approach the scale of 
the Pentagon Papers (and even 
surpass them in quantity and 
timeliness). But unfortunately, 
the courageous source of these 
secret, field-level reportsð
Private Bradley Manning is the 
one accused, though that re-
mains to be proven in courtðdid 
not have access to top-secret, 
high-level recommendations, 
estimates and decisions.ò See 
www.readersupportednews.org 

for Ellsbergôs article. He challenges officials in NATO coun-
tries, ñDonôt wait until a new war has started in Iran, until 
more bombs have fallen in Afghanistan, in Pakistan, Libya, 
Iraq or Yemen. Donôt wait until thousands more have died, 
before you go to the press and to Congress to tell the truth 
with documents that reveal lies or crimes or internal projec-
tions of costs and dangers. Donôt wait 40 years for it to be 
declassified, or seven years as I did for you or someone 
else to leak it. The personal risks are great. But a warôs 
worth of lives might be saved.ò 

 

Bradley Manning awaits court martial at Leavenworth  

The Urban Ranger Corps launched its seventh summer 
program on June 13, offering KC youth from 
economically distressed neighborhoods the opportunity to 
learn employment skills such as being on time, dressing 
appropriately, and speaking respectfully.  

The Corps is gaining popularity and community 
support. This year, about 60 young men (14-18 years old) 
have been accepted out of about 200 applicants, 
compared with 29 graduates out of 125 applicants last 
year. Rangers earn stipends and repair, paint, and 
restore the homes and yards of low-income families. Go 
to www.urckc.org to learn more. 

PeaceWorks decided to support the Rangers last 
year by offering small-group sessions in conflict 
resolution training with Diane Kyser of The Community 
Mediation Center and Rev. Lori Woodley of Peace 

Matters during the Rangersô Friday enrichment sessions. 
Last year two sessions were held, each for one hour. 
Because of the success of those sessions, this year two or 
three sessions will be held for two hours each. PeaceWorks 
will also provide lunches for these or other sessions as 
needed. Chronic hunger is a real threat in the communities 
where the youth live. 

This projectðas well as peace scholarships at Park 
and Avila Universities, the KC Plant Accountability Project, 
and other endeavorsðare funded by your membership fees 
and donations and by the UNplaza Art Fair, to be held this 
year on Sept. 24-25 on the grounds of All Souls Unitarian 
Universalist Church, 4501 Walnut St., KC, Mo. Mark your 
calendars, and please be generous with your support to help 
fund these worthy projects. 
    ðPatricia Nelson is vice chair of the PeaceWorks Board.  

Bradley Manning 

Manning (recent) 

Urban Rangers begin 7th year, expand PeaceWorks partnership  
By Patricia Nelson 

http://www.bradleymanning.org
http://www.readersupportednews.org
http://www.rckc.org
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from p.1 
be punctured.  

Think for just a moment. 
How can weapons of omnicide 
either deter, or defend? Isnôt it 
obvious they lead not to 
deterrence, but to proliferation; 
not to defense, but to 
escalated militarism? 

And while youôre thinking, 
ponder this: How large a pin is 
needed to burst a balloon? 
Granted, the trillion dollars 
spent for nukes since the 
Manhattan Project is one large 
balloon. But if enough folks stand (or lie down) in the way, even 

The Nuclear Combine will 
lurch to a halt. 
      Yes, itôs ñserious 
businessò to contemplate 
arrest, fines, and jail in the 
cause of Zero Nukes. The 
powers that be surely want 
to be taken seriously, and 
may even think they have 
the last laugh. But did you 
hear the one about the 
nuclear weapons profiteer 
who fell from the Empire 
State Building and was 
heard to say as he passed 
the 35th floor, ñSo far, so 
good!ò 
        ðJim Hannah is a 

PeaceWorks KC columnist and Board member. 

ñLook, Ma, handcuffs!ó Resisters celebrated their òGospel obedienceó 
as they waited in a holding area. ñphoto by Jim Hannah 

A hoot!  

Is there a proper role for the CIA in a democratic society? 
Jim Everett answers yes, in spite of his career as a deep-
cover intelligence officer.  

The Making and Breaking of an American Spy traces, 
in detail, his career from recruitment to involuntary departure 
from the Central Intelligence Agency. Recruited in 1958, he 
spent seven years in Sweden and four in the Netherlands, 
and has made his home in Independence, Mo., since 1974. 

One aspect of the CIA that he feels must be dropped is 
covert actions. They turn ugly and illegal too easily, he 
explains. 

For those intrigued with spy craftðhow a spy works 
and, hopefully, stays aliveðthis book makes a great 
summer read. From secret writing and compartments in 
oneôs car to safe houses and establishing deep cover, we 
get a peek inside the monster. 

Everett shares a few of his slip-ups or failures to 
practice good spy craft. These episodes didnôt lead to 
disasters personally, nationally, or internationallyðall of 
which could be outcomes of working for a powerful tool of 
empire-building. 

For those not clear about the history of espionage by 
the United States, the first chapter provides a good, quick 
source. That includes Everettôs description of his book: ñItôs 
a tale of betrayal: a betrayal by the American government 
(the CIA) to fulfill its promises to one of its spies. Is that 
important? Not particularly. History records that 
governments of all kinds have a tendency to eat their 
children. But I still hold out the hope that someone may learn 
through one personôs experience so that the same mistakes 
will not be made again.ò 

It took Jim about 20 years to get CIA reviewersô 
approval for publication. When you read it, you will 
understand why. He names people and places. He is 

especially specific about Central America policy errors in 
the 1970s-1990s. 

Jim also briefly describes his post-CIA life, the one 
through which many of us peacemaker types in the KC 
area got to know him, including his leadership of the 
local Interfaith Peace Alliance. 

        
       ðDon McClain is a former adjunct professor of     

peace studies at Park University in Parkville, Mo. 

Read Jim Everettõs story of life as a CIA spy   
Review by Don McClain 


