
 

 

Help submit signed petitions at City Hall May 12  

Petition drive ramps up for green jobs, not nuke -parts jobs  

4509 Walnut, Kansas City, MO 64111  ̷816-561-1181  ̷peaceworksKC.org    ̷  peaceworkskc@gmail.com  ̷ May 2011  

Ready for work? 
Step 1: Ask KC, Mo., voters to sign a petition to 

convert nuclear weapons production jobs to sustainable-
energy jobs. 

Step 2: Turn in your signed petitions by May 9. 
Step 3: Go to a news conference to announce the 

petition drive May 12 at 12:30 p.m. on the first floor of City 
Hall in KC, Mo., and then deliver the petitions to the city 
clerk on the 25

th
 floor of City Hall. 

Why City Hall? Well, the city sold municipal bonds 
worth up to $815 million to finance the new National 
Nuclear Security Administration facility, to be built at Mo. 
Hwy. 150 between Botts Road and Prospect Avenue, near 
Grandview. And the Planned Industrial Expansion 
Authority, with members all appointed by KC mayors, 
holds the title to the NNSA plant. No other city in the world 
is known to have an agency that owns such a facility. 

Sponsoring the petition drive to put the initiative on 
the November ballot is KC Peace Planters, a coalition 
PeaceWorks members initiated. To help, contact Rachel 
MacNair at 816-753-2057, rachel_macnair@yahoo.com. 
She can notarize the signed petition pages, and sheôs the 
person collecting the signed pages by May 9. 

As of April 15, about 2,300 voters had signed; 3,572 
valid signatures must be submitted by early July. Because 
some people do not sign with the name or address under 
which theyôre registered to vote, their signatures may be 
rejected. So the goal is 5,000 signatures. 

The news 
conference will alert 
the city that citizens 
oppose nuclear 
weapons production in 
KC. The new plant will 
replace the current 
plant, the Kansas City 
Plant, at Bannister 
Federal Complex 
(Bannister and 
Troost), an area under 
investigation for 
contaminants related 
to producing parts for 
nuclear weapons.   

After May 12, the 
city will tell Peace 
Planters the number of 
valid signatures 
submitted, and more 
signatures may need 
to be obtained. The 
petition and 
instructions for 
gathering signatures 
are at 
peaceworkskc.org. 

Six KC-area activists took their passion for peace to 
Washington last month. They gave KC ñjuiceò to meetings 
including DC Days, an annual learning-and-lobbying blitz 
sponsored by Alliance for Nuclear Accountability.  

During a dozen meetings with legislative aides and 
administrative officials, the KC delegates zeroed in on the 
Kansas City Plant, which has built parts for nuclear 
weapons for 61 years at Bannister Federal Complex. In 
2012 or 2013, the plant will be transplanted to former 
farmland along Mo. Hwy. 150, between Botts Road and 
Prospect Avenue, near Grandview.  

The Kansas Citians joined scores of ANA activists 
from across the nation in presenting objections to U.S. 
spending policies for nuclear power plants, nuclear 

PeaceWorks members lobby, network in DC  

weapons, and cleanup projects in meetings April 4-6. In 
one meeting, Suellentrop conferred with NNSA officials 
about the KC Plant. 

ñPerhaps the closest we óengagedô anyone was in our 
meeting with Sen. Claire McCaskillôs aides,ò says Ann 
Suellentrop, who coordinated the trip as a Board member 
for PeaceWorks and the Alliance for Nuclear 
Accountability. ñWe asked them to thank Claire for calling 
for investigation of the contaminants at the current KC 
Plant, and for conducting a tough investigative hearing into 
why the plant hired a PR firm for about a quarter of a 
million dollars after we began exposing the cover-up of the 
truth about the contaminants.ò  

continued on page 3 

Rachel MacNair asks members at the 

PeaceWorks Annual Meeting to get 

signatures on the petition to convert 

nuke-parts jobs to environmentally 

sustainable jobs. For Annual Meeting 

pictures and stories, see pages 2-3.  

ðphoto by Jim Hannah  

http://us.mc345.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=rachel_macnair@yahoo.com
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Educators pondered peace-teaching issues during the 
PeaceWorks Annual Meeting. Moderator Don McClain 
posed this question to the panel: ñIn your educating, do 
you feel you have to give both sides, the military and 
the peace side?ò  

Eric Garbison of Cherith Brook Catholic Worker 
House in KC and of Park 
University in Parkville, 
Mo., said if youôre going to 
teach peace studies, you 
better be prepared to ad-
vocate peace, or youôre 
giving more time to the 
military side. 

Steve Iliff of Avila 
University in KC, Mo., said 
he takes a balanced ap-
proach, explaining both 
positions as he teaches 
various events in history, 
but weighing in for peace. 

Diane Kyser of the 
Community Mediation 
Center in Independence, 
Mo., and of Park Univer-
sity, said she teaches con-
flict resolution as well as 
an introduction to peace studies. In the first, she 
teaches the skills for resolving conflicts nonviolently. ñAt 

Park University, a school with many students from the mili-
tary, I raise questions and ask them to explore concepts and 
come to their own conclusions. I share my perspective but 
donôt push it on the students; they realize our text promotes a 
peace perspective.ò 

Larry Lillis articulated the connection between peace 
education and what he 
does as executive direc-
tor of the Urban Ranger 
Corps, an organization 
that gives job-and-life 
training to young men 
each summer in KC. Lil-
lis does peace education 
by helping the young 
men see how they can 
make a difference 
through nonviolent ac-
tion, a concept many 
have not often seen im-
plemented, he said.  
      During the meeting, 
Lillis showed slides of 
the Urban Ranger Corps, 
which PeaceWorks sup-
ports by funding semi-
nars for the Rangers 

through the Community Mediation Centerðseminars Kyser 
helps provide. 

Panel reflects on peace education  

Diane Kyser and Steve Iliff listen up as Eric Garbison says heõs a flat-

out peace advocate in his classes. ñphoto by Jim Hannah 

Huet -Vaughn wins  

Charles E. Bebb Award   
Ann Suellentrop, M.S.R.N., announced during the 
PeaceWorks Annual Meeting that Yolanda Huet-
Vaughn, M.D., unable to attend the meeting, was the 
recipient of PeaceWorksô highest annual award, the 
Charles E. Bebb Peace Merit Award for Outstanding 
Service in the Cause of Peace.  

Huet-Vaughn, a family physician in the Argentine 
District in KC, Kan., ñdelivers babies, does physicals for 
refugees, is devoted to caring for the poor and the 
elderly, and even makes home visits!ò said Suellentrop. 
ñShe founded the KC Physicians for Social 
Responsibility. She is famous as a conscientious 
objector who refused to serve with her National Guard 
medical unit in the first Iraq war é and served months 
in 1991 in the military brig in Fort Leavenworth.ò  

Suellentrop added, ñYolanda and I travelled 
together to New Orleans to work in a free clinic several 
months after the hurricanes. I remember hearing her 
sing in the shower in the trailer we were staying in, and 
I thought to myself what a happy person she always is, 
in spite of everything she does!ò 
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Andrea Butts and Jeremy Brimer, both of Park 

University in Parkville, Mo., attended the annual 

meeting as PeaceWorks scholarship award winners. 

Brimer received his $1,000 award in 2010, and Butts 

is the current scholarship winner.  

Henry Stoever presents the first Kris and Lynn Cheatum Community 

Peace Award to All Souls Unitarian Universalist Church; Diann 

Spencer, president of the All Souls Board of Directors, accepts. 

Stoever lauded All Soulsõ efforts to fulfill òCreating Peace,ó a national 

Unitarian statement of conscience. 

PeaceWorks Annual Meeting  
March 20, 2011, at Simpson House ñphotos by Jim Hannah 

continued from page 1 
 
The six KC-area residents at DC 

Days were PeaceWorks members 
Suellentrop, Sahj Kaya, Sasteh 
Mosley, and Jim and Sharon Hannah 
(see Jimôs reflection on DC Days on 
page 4), and Physicians for Social 
Responsibility-KC member Alicia 

Dressman. Suellentrop is employed 
in part by PSR-KC through a grant 
from Ploughshares, which made the 
trip possible for several travelers. 

Top nuclear-weapons 
abolitionists met several days after 
the ANA meeting, and Suellentrop, 
Sahj Kaya, and Mosley shared 
information with them about KC Plant 
issues. In response, Western States 
Legal Foundation Executive Director 
Jackie Cabasso exclaimed, ñItôs 

amazing to hear the Kansas City 
story! Itôs exactly what happened at 
our nuclear weapons site in 
California, the Lawrence Livermore 
Lab.ò Suellentrop draws these 
similarities; first, a whistleblower 
speaks up; second, grassroots 
people discover workers are dying 
from nuke production; finally, people 
organize to clean up the site, help get 
sick workers compensated, and 
oppose the nuke-making. 

DC lobbying  

Priest, of The 

Recipe, gives his 

pitch: òStop 

nukes where 

they startñ

dismantle all 

their parts. é 

Close the store 

for bombs and 

war, and spend 

the money on 

the poor!ó 

Patti Nelson seeks help on outreach 

through social media such as 

Facebook, Twitter, and Reddit.  


