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PeaceWorks Annual Meeting March 20

nuclear weapons parts
production. PeaceWorks
members will vote for
Board members and
of ficers (see ca
list, page 7).

Youol I hear an
Ranger Corps
representative describe
URCb6s program fo
mi dt own, and you:
about PeaceWor ks
sponsorship of community
mediation at URC. Peace
educators will name the
challenges of teaching
peace today.

Youbll see a
peacemaker receive the
annual Charles E. Bebb
Peace Merit Award,
PeaceWorksdé high

Come see what
excitement PeaceWorks
is stirring up!

PeaceWorks has lots
to shout about, from
promoting compassion
among midtown youth, to
seeking green jobs
instead of nuke jobs at
KCb6s ne-partsuk
plant. Catch the energy at
the PeaceWorks Annual
Meeting Sunday, March
20, 5-7 p.m., at 4509
Walnut St., KC, Mo.

Bring finger food to
share and stories to tell.
On tap the first half-hour:
snacking, networking,
relaxing, and firing
guestions at candidates
for the PeaceWorks

Board. Then comes the honor. Youdl |l re
program, with a review of surprise of Peac
PeaceWorks initiatives first-time-ever award for a

and breakthroughs, plus a peaceable organization.
financi al overview. Youoll r Aepcpel i avued aans uoptdhaetres farroem rPeecaocgen i z
Action, the national group to which PeaceWorks belongs. mile for peace. And enjoy the rhythms of The Recipe, the

Our updated websited www.peaceworkskc.orgd will be on  duo of Priest and 3*3*7, spoken-word artists.

di spl ay. Youdl | |l earn about t henppaedmakerimovers &dnd shakers fer this eajlye b s ( w

energy, solar panels) at the new Kansas City Plant, not evening celebration March 20.

oLet wus take |baveejolbs v rsafe jobs
OurbrOthersandSiSterSin To stop Kansas Cityods collusion in

Egypt I\/Iay their sacrifice weapons, PeaceWorks is helping to launch a petition drive.

AProduction of any component for

and danng buoy us Upl prohibited at the new facility at
: petition. The new facility, near Grandview, will replace the 61-year-
I—et us rise Up together old Kansas City Plant, which makes and procures 85 percent of the
: parts for nuclear warheads at Bannister Federal Complex.
agalnSt nUC|earweap0nS - AProduction of new environmentall
m a k | N g | n K C | @vironmental technologies ... is recommended as the preferred

fi Henry Stoever, PeaceWorks Board Chair (Continued on page 6)



http://www.peaceworkskc.org/downloads/KCP_Petition.pdf
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Hold steady on stormy seas

by Jim Hannah

PEACEWORKS MARCH 2011

®Oh, the sea is so great, an ingchaptershould give heartto every peacemaker and truth-
No one knows who said this first, but surely many a teller:
peacemaker If not in my lifetime, probably in the lifetime of my children,
has said it and certainly in my grandchil d
since. mass destruction will be outl a
The vast among other entities, has already notably proposed. In
ocean of mili- time, possession of a nuclear weapon will be judged a
tary spending crime against humanity. Such a judgment would only cod-
throughout our ify what is already an evident fact. (The Twilight of the
globe exceeds Bombs, p. 299)
$1.5 trillion
annuallyd Now thatds something to post on
more than hold in your heart! Alongside it you might add these lines from
enough to Howard Zinn:
solve the major The | esson of é history is tha
social ills of if you are right, if you persist, things will change. The gov-
hunger, pov- ernment may try to deceive the people, and the newspa-
erty, igno- pers and television may do the same, but the truth has a
rance, and way of coming out. The truth has a power greater than a
disease. The hundred lies. (The Zinn Reader, p. 731)

20" century

was the most

war-torn in human historyd s o me t i me s

century. o And the 21st
the sad tale of human conflictd now the majority of those
killed in war are civilians, not soldiers. Is the human race

hopelessly enamored with death?

That question can easily lead to despair, for in an age
of nuclear weapons our future prospects are grim indeed.
As Dani el Maguire observes
continue, we wil!/ not . 0
even a limited exchange of 100 nuclear weapons could
not only destroy millions outright but also result in climate

Zinn spoke these words at a college commencement in

c al | e 2005, sharing the essence of his 50-year career as a contrarian
c e nt (and historian. He died last year, but left a profound legacy that

reminds us that the truth of history is not told by those in power,
but revealed in the lives of the marginalized.

Yes, there is much cause for despair. Oceans of apathy, ig-
norance, and denial surround us. Our boat is indeed small, and
oh so frail. But beneath are powerful currents of history, and

< above are winds of change. Let us gather our little flotilla, set a
C o mj course for true north, and with courage put out to sea.

Jim Hannah is a PeaceWorks columnist and Board member.

change and crop failures killing a billiono f t h e € @ I ;oo e
i mpoverished people. And tha . .
cent of the worldés 23,000 Here is my annual membership for PeaceWorks
I t 6s nkoonder\that S0 ma O embership..... .. $40
ask, dondét tell o motto abo Mailto:
pects are so horrific and [JDonor............. $50+ S
cluded that it may be just as well not to askd and please I Major Donor . ... .. $100+
N : 4509 Walnut St.
donét tell them ot her wi se. I Newsletter only. . . .$10

But what do those who have thought the longest and
the hardest about nuclear weapons conclude? Is despair
inevitable? Two voices in particular need hearingd
longtime activists and historians who have each immersed
themselves in the realities of our time, yet surfaced with
hope.

One is Richard Rhodes, a Kansas City native who re-
ceived the Pulitzer Prize for his 1988 book, The Making of
the Atomic Bomb. In 2010 Rhodes released his latest
book, The Twilight of the Bombs, capping a 30-year ca-
reer researching nuclear weapons and proliferation. In
reviewing that book, Ka ns a s
referred to Rhodes as
era. o

it he

So what does the oracle foretell? A few lines in the clos-

C i Kewn Canfietdr 6 s

Kansas City, MO 64111
[JStudent .......... $5
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Wage peace e without | e

by Jim Hannah

The Blizzard of February 2011 brought my world to a Here youdl I read six factors 1in
halt. | was set for my weekly Habitat for Humanitywork ni ty for creating a world withou
day, but it was cancelled. | agreed instead to a hospice you mi ght especially appreciate:
visit, but that was cancelled, too. And then my evening  arsenal can save $20 billion a year without sacrificing our na-
fellowship group got cold feet as well. What to do? tional security. o Besides | earni
An e-mail from PeaceWorks came to my rescue. moved to declare, AWhy not NOW?!
Could | pull together some online fiaction itemso for
peacemakers? Sure. Surfing the net beats scooping American Friends Service Committee (www.afsc.org)
the drive any day, | thoughtd and | was so right! So, To gain heart in our nationds
gentle readers, here are some fresh traveltipsongreat ficont est wi nnerso button in the
places to visit online, where you can strengthen your the eight listings) and watch the #1 entry in their youth video
witness for peace even in the midst of a blizzard. contest. Teen Briseida Monteil t
Trillion Dollars. o (HINT: his an
Nuclear Age Peace Foundation wars in |Iraqgq and Afghanistan. 0)
(www.wagingpeace.org)
Have you been wishing you had a quick and easy = News sources
way to express your views to President Obama? Look The Web bubbles with news and backgrounders, a feast
no further. Just click on ftdrn spesdde O6fsoliki.ak@heeAck i @mintdo, bfudrt oe
and youol |l be whisked to tWky |Mitltietrarsyec$peomdi wh eRemai ns Un

sample | etter guides you tRacefichel http:/Rwwehafiingtanpost.co@iaredmve-bateviah/s
TimetoDe-Al ert Nucl ear We ap o n scowsmo¥tsacrad-way-niilie v 814888.htnK. 8acevich opens

of the mouse, your missive will be off to the White his analysis with this: iln defe
House, and your name will be enrolled to receive up- gon budget has once again become a topic of conversa-
dates from Nuclear Age Peace Foundation. While tion. Americans should not confuse that talk with reality. Any
there, check out their wealth of archived and recent cuts exacted will at most reduce the rate of growth. The es-
articlesd a true treasure trove. sential facts remain: U.S. military outlays today equal that of
every other nation on the planet combined, a situation without
Alliance for Nuclear Accountability precedent in modern history. o

(www.ananuclear.org)
ARadi oactive Rabbit Poop0o is t of

clips on this site, featu r4'”}1"@“”6}*‘{%?61%e@C?WOT\'ﬂSaca”GSB%‘@@ a”?’ E}P%rde"}efvhefe w

with the co-author of Nuclear Family Vacation. Yes,

families actually tour nuclear sites on vacation, and,

yes, radioactive rabbit poop is actually scattered

throughout the abandoned nuclear site at Hanford,

Wash. Ranging from the sublime to the ridiculous, ..
these video clips from ANA members such as Plough- | Visit peaceworksKC.org
shares are sure to amuse, infuriate, and/or inform. And
theyodore freel Bring your dwhedkdhtHéW stories and pictures at
Peace Action (www.peace-action.org) www.peaceworksKC.org . You?dl
Hey, itos our affiliate jdhepcs witl makeyau smie Hewever,touro ut
Especially scroll down to the Countdown to Zero movie siteds a mix of good WS,
trailer and click on it for an intriguing excerpt from the pie chart on our home page shows that 48
90-minute documentary featuring acclaimed statesmen
like Mikhail Gorbachev, Jimmy Carter, and Tony Blaird percent of your income tax dollar goes to the
all arguing for a nuclear weapons-free world. This is military. Good reason not to pay part (all?!) of
oni ofrt]hose(must—i ee kmo v ide sy % uhﬁ L1 phaur teves. gJust include wighryeur tax form a
with others. (I just this week received my copyd the :
best $14.95 | é6dve invested fIOoV(rané)tIeonE;etlilmlen)g 'RS whyl you
I ——

Ploughshares Fund (www.ploughshares.org)
To be encouraged in your peacemaking spirit,
click on AThe Momento and read the essay fAWhy Now?0o0


http://www.afsc.org
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/andrew-bacevich/cow-most-sacred-why-milit_b_814888.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/andrew-bacevich/cow-most-sacred-why-milit_b_814888.html
http://www.wagingpeace.org/
http://www.peace-action.org/
http://www.ploughshares.org/
http://www.peaceworksKC.org
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Do you speak compassion?

by Sharon Hannah

In the January newsletter, readers were given a and challenge them to generate a list of feeling words.
gl i mpse into PeaceWorksé st Just call them out and record them on a sheet of pa-
Corps. This year, for the second summer, these two per where the group can see. Go for it! Excited, an-
agencies are partnering with the Independence-based gry, frustrated, etc. Bet yo
Community Mediation Center. One goal is to provide between 10-15 words, depending on how many social
some effective tools to young men from the heart of wor kers you have in your gro
Kansas City who seek alternatives to the violence they training in this skill).
encounter in schools and neighborhoods.

Often a peacemaking tool is as simple as the lan- Keep pressing to reach a goal of 30 FEELING words in 5
guage we use with one another. Marshall Rosenberg mi nutes. (lbéve tried this chall
has been on a life quest to develop skills to help lan- students without success.) We need help and practice with
guage reclaim what he <cal | sthisskill. And Rosenberg gives it. A list of 243 words which
we humans have for one another. That pilgrimage
has |l ed to what Rosenbe

munication, 06 a method w
strategies to communicate compassionately.

Rosenberg has known from childhood that words
can be weapons which blast away at self-esteem
and shatter the infrastructure of an emotional land-
scape. In 1943, he was a new kid in a Detroit ele-
mentary school. First and last names were called
for classroom attendanc
hissed threat was hurled at him, accompanied by
glares. Later, the words were driven home with a
schoolyard beating.

Such progression is common, but Rosenberg
believes we are capable of better. His work in-
cludes books, trainings, a website, and interna-
tional consulting, all offering principles that help
transform the way we speak to each other from
what he -abl kesafiil-efgétaonihgt

I have practiced his principles and taught them. Yes, name a state of emotion are provided. Then, the text offers
these tools require discipline. Yes, one must learn self- incredibly insightful teaching about how we can choose to
awareness and tune in to language patterns used by take responsibility for our feelings.
others. The work is often hard, but very rewarding, be- Nonviolent communication has yet more to offer. Addi-
cause these principles can positively transform an inter- tional skills will be introduced briefly in the May newsletter.
personal exchange and, subsequently, a relationship. Watch for it. Or, better still,
Like most effective skills, these take a while to hone. an NVC workshop. Invest yourself directly in learning atti-
But we who seek peace in our lives, our homes, our tudes and practicing patterns of speech that contribute to
neighborhoods, and our nations can begin with the peaceful environments. Offer a prayer or send some good
book Nonviolent Communication: A Language of Life vibes to the Urban Ranger Corps teens who are committed
(ISBN: 978-1-892005-03-8) from PuddleDancer Press. to being the change they want to see in the world.
Itdéds an easy read, with cle Reconnect with YOUR nat-urab cc
skill. Here is a sampling: sustaining!
Begin with attitudes to relinquish, such as
moralistic judgments, comparative thinking, and Sharon Hannabh is retired from the Community Mediation
denying responsibility. Focus on observing rather Center and is a former adjunct professor of peace studies at
than evaluating. (Confused about the difference? Park University. Her mastero6s d
Rosenberg will teach you.) Michigan, is in social work. She is currently an active volun-
Continue the skill building by strengthening teer with PeaceWorks.
your fifeeling vocabul ary
experienced by yourself and others. Many are
very poor at this. We dc

Try an experiment. Gather a group of people
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Attend DC Days i

think lobbying, think cherry blossoms

The Alliance for Nuclear Accountability (ANA) is calling anti-nuclear activists

from around the country, including KC, to DC April 3-6. Participants will

del i ver some ANucl ear

Re al

ity Ch

Administration. This is the perfect opportunity for new or seasoned

di sar mament and envi

ronment al

ac

away, encourage fiscal responsibility, and have fun with other activists.
Registration costs $150, but student registration is only $50.

Registration covers t

raini

ng on

reception on April 5; and snacks and expert support during the week.

DC Days comes during the National Cherry Blossom Festival, the most
popular time to visit DC. Ann Suellentrop, a Board member of PeaceWorks
and ANA, has found low-cost housing for the KC delegation. Contact her

soon, at annsuellen@gmail.com, to make the journey!

Charlie King
+ Karen Brandow
+ RosyoOs =

f

un:'!

PeaceWorks is benefitting from the Charlie King/Karen Brandow

concert Friday, March 18, at 8 p.m. at All Souls
Uni versalist Church,
Rosybs Bar
Charlie and

Karen ar e

Unitarian
4501

into

Wal nut

& Grilddomdtl I miopse ni ttlh

peace

fun! Get tickets from Jane Stoever, 913-206-4088, or e-mail
janepstoever@yahoo.com. Tickets cost $18, and $4 of each

ticket PW members sell will go to PeaceWorks.

o

"'ii.r. =

Charlie King & Karen Brandow
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0Breaking thel2Si |l
Learn about nuke -weapons
contaminants and actions to halt
nuke -making in KC

The fourth annual
conference will hone in on environmental issues
facing KC. This community-based gathering
opens with registration at 5 p.m. Friday, March
11, at Reardon Convention Center, 520
Minnesota Ave., KC, Kan.

The Friday evening plenary session from
7:30 to 9 p.m. will be led by Ann Suellentrop of
PeaceWorks and Physicians for Social
Responsibility-KC and by Maurice Copeland of
PeaceWorks, a whistle-blower on dangers to
workers at the Kansas City Plant at Bannister
Federal Complex. Suellentrop and Copeland will
call on Kansas City to wake up to contaminants
from the current KC Plant and ask KC to take
action to stop the modernizing of nukes at a
new, KC-funded facility. Panelists will include
Jay Coghlan, director of Nuclear Watch New
Mexico, and Marcus Iszard, Ph.D., of the School
of Pharmacy at UMKC.

Topics for Saturday, March 12, include a
buy-local-first campaign, home and business
energy innovations, and environment-friendly
jobs. For updates, check
www.breakingthesilence.us.

enc

6Br eaki

n

us

r


mailto:annsuellen@gmail.com
mailto:janepstoever@yahoo.com
http://www.breakingthesilence.us/
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Save jobs i safe jobs,
not jobs making thermonuclear bomb parts

(Continued from page 1) Petition to downloadb
use of the facility, o pet |t
What led up to the pe t PﬁOdblﬁthﬂ mfvmjcleawmmapons components
spoken up at City Council committee hearings hi b t d
and other meetings during the last four years, pro 1oIte

and that wasno6t enough, 0 says Henry Stoever,
PeaceWorks Board chair . Amardatefior employmeni of & minimumtof 2,000 people has

the feds and that sl owe feerh pravidetl byethecdity of KansasaGity in selling municipal
to support the new plant by six months. But it bonds for up to $815 million fo finance the new Kansas City

wasndt enough. So now w
Vvoters. People have askE’l%ﬁt%tl O\Q%t ad 'Eh%cnysPlannedIndustrlal

voters havenot had a s a{@EXpapsiog @\qlthorlt,y Pl ,With mempers all appointed by

bonds worth up to $815 million for this nuke the mayor of Kansas City, holds the legal title to the facility.
factory?d6 All we need i s Agdodingly, The ¥dtérs detegmiet ur es,
and weodl |l bring this tojYpigjuctintdf Aetv-efivironmentally sound energy or other

Take the initiative! Download the petition . - . " . .
and brochure (see www.peaceworkske.org/ environmental technologies which will benefit the residents of

kcplant.html), get regi theBuudpaityand swreundingareas isrecemmended as the
have a notary public notarize the petition pages, ~ preferred use of this facility, and

and send the pages by April 20 to Rachel 2) Production of any component for nuclear weapons is strictly
mgcglﬂlgt 811 Emanuel Cleaver Il Blvd., KC, prohibited at the new facility at 14500 Botts Road, in order to

Elections March 22 and April 5 provide prevent the contamination of grounds, employees, and regional
opportunities to engage voters. Call MacNairat ~ Watershed, as documented extensively at the current plant at

(816) 753-2057 to volunteer to collect signatures ~ Bannister Federal Complex (Bannister & Troost).

at a polling place on those days. MacNair is a

notary public and can notarize your petition Download this petition and a brochure at www.peaceworkskc.org/
pages if you call and ask for that service. keplant.html or, for copies, call Rachel MacNair at §B3-2057.

Some City Council candidates
support petition Rally snapshot: bread of peace

PeaceWorks members have checked with City Council
candidates to see whether they would support the petition for
green jobs instead of nuke-production jobs at the new KC Plant
(see above).
The following at-large candidates have said they agree with
the petition: Ed Ford, 2" district; Brandon Ellington, 3™ district;
Anne McGregor and Ed Pace, 4™ district; Mahlon Davis, write-
in candidate for 5" district; and Delmira Quarles, 6" district. All
registered voters in the city may vote on the at-large
candidates.
The following in-district candidates, for whom only the
district residents may vote, have said they agree with the
petition: Jermaine Reed, 3" district; Ken Bacchus, 5" district;
and Terrence Nash, 6™ district.
Some candidates will not have survived the Feb. 22 primary,
but at press time, the above candidates were still in the Brother Louis Rodemann shares bread with Sahj Kaya
running. By publishing these names, PeaceWorks is not at a recent Peace Plantersdé ra
endorsing them, simply offering information on their stance on  March 19, 2 -3 p.m., Mo. Hwy. 150 and Botts Road.
the KC Plant. For updates, check www.peaceworkskc.org. Photo by Jim Hannah


http://www.peaceworkskc.org

