
PeaceWorks made giant strides forward in 2010, in-
cluding our new support for the Urban Ranger Corps 
(see page 3) and our continued investment in peace 
education. We lost the pulse, the heart of Peace-
Works, Kris Cheatum, to strokes in early June. But 
she would have been proud of our progress on the 
nuke-front in KC last year! We took risks in resisting 
the local nuke-parts production plant, and 2011 prom-
ises more truth-telling and public awareness.  

    As a newly 
minted 
Grandpa, 
somehow Iôm 
now more 
keenly aware 
of lifeôs pre-
ciousness 
and the need 
to ask about 
the U.S. nuke 
obsession, ñIs it 
good for the 
grandchildren?ò  
     Many thanks, 
PeaceWorks 
members, for par-
ticipating in talks, 
demonstrations 
and rallies against  

nuclear weapons production in KC. The current nuke-parts 
plant, the Kansas City Plant at Bannister Federal Com-
plex, is the source of components used to package ura-
nium and plutonium into weapons of mass destruction. 
The KC Plant will begin relocation in 2012 to its new home 
at Mo. Hwy. 150 and Botts Road, close to Grandview.  
PeaceWorks helps expose contaminants at the Bannister 
plant, publicize the deaths from toxins there through the 
decades, and seek compensation for KC-area residents 
sick from the contaminants. PeaceWorks members have 
staged protests, committed civil resistance for the first time 
and successive times against the Kansas City Plant, spo-
ken up in court, and unveiled the truth that the new plant 
will be owned by the City of Kansas City.  

The peace world is noticing. Two and maybe three 
organizations will hold major meetings here this year, de-
claring their opposition to nuke-making in America, in KC. 

New day dawning é big year beckoning  
by Henry Stoever 
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The Mid-
west Catho-
lic Worker 
Faith & Re-
sistance 
Retreat will 
be held 
April 29-
May 2, and 
the national 
meeting of  
War Tax 
Resistance 
will be Nov. 
4-6.  
    Also, 
weôre gar-
nering re-
sources for 

a petition drive to try to put on the August ballot a measure 
calling for green jobs, not nuke jobs, at the new plant. Stay 
tuned! Check our updated Web site, peaceworkskc.org, 
for the latest news. And re-up your membership now by 
sending us the form on page 5. Despite the recession and 
the rain that shut 
down our annual 
UNplaza Art Fair 
on one of its two 
days last fall, with 
your generosity, 
the 2010 fair 
came out ahead 
of the 2009 fair. 
Mark your calen-
dar now for our 
March 20 Annual 
Meeting (all 
members invited) 
and our Sept. 24-
25 fair. Shalom! 
Mir! Pais! Sa-
laam! Frieden! 
 
Henry Stoever 
chairs the PeaceWorks Board. 

Breaking ground: Can you spot our leaders 
dishing up a contaminated future for Kansas 
City? 

Protesters blocked buses of dignitaries going to the Sept. 8 
groundbreaking for the new Kansas City Plant. In late 
October, the city dropped the charges against the resisters, 
saying, ñthe evidence does not support the charge of 
disorderly conduct.ò Resisters couldnôt tell their truth in court. 
ðphotos by Joshua McElwee of National Catholic Reporter 

Sarah Cool of Cherith Brook in KC and Erik 
Johnson of Maryville, Tenn., are arrested after 
kneeling in the path of a bus of officials en route 
to the KC Plant groundbreaking. 



     ñWhat do you mean, defensive?ò came the 
stunned reply. ñYou could kill us all!ò 
      Patiently Sam explained, ñLook, Iôve got 
no beef with any of you personally. And I 
want to stay alive as much as the next guy. 
But these are dangerous times. For all I 
know, some of you could be, well é the bad 
guys. And a fellow has the constitutional right 
to defend himself. Better red than dead, Iôd 
say. Wouldnôt you?ò 
       By now the delegation members could 
hardly contain themselves. ñHow can you call 
nukes in your basement defensive?ò they 
demanded. ñWeôve done nothing, yet youôre 
threatening us all!ò 
       ñWell, I suppose so, in a way,ò Sam con-
ceded, mildly. ñAnd Iôd sure like to assure you 
that Iôd never push the button, but I really 
canôt. You see, thatôs why these things are 

called deterrents. They wouldnôt deter anyone unless I main-
tain a credible threat to actually use them.ò 

Sam looked around to see if his logic had won the day. 
Still seeing looks of concern, he added, reassuringly, ñAgain, 
I donôt intend to use them unless really provoked. But I have 
to keep all options on the table. Weakness invites attack, 
you know.ò And he seemed so pleased with that last idea 
that he repeated it: ñWeakness invites attack.ò 

By now the neighborhood delegation was in an uproar, 
and they beat a hasty retreat. No one wanted to call the 
cops for fear of a deadly standoff, and at a poorly attended 
town hall meeting a few days later, no one seemed to know 
what to do.  

In the weeks that followed, several unexpected For 
Sale signs cropped up in the neighborhood, and a number of 
mysterious night-time deliveries occurred. 

But for the most part, folks either ignored the incident, 
said it was none of their business or faulted the delegation 
for poking into matters beyond their expertise. Life went on 
as before.  

After a while it just became routine to have a nuke in 
the neighborhood. 

 
Jim Hannah, of Independence, serves on the Peace-

Works Board. On Sept. 8, he held a sign, "More Nukes, Less 
Security,ò and committed civil disobedience at the site of the 
groundbreaking for the new nuclear weapons parts plant in 
Kansas City.  

 

Why is it that we seem to accept be-
havior in the community of nations 
that we would not accept in our own 
community? What if our neighbors 
acted the same way nuclear nations 
act with their weapons of mass de-
struction? Just imagine ... 

Sam had all the signs of a good 
neighbor when he first moved in. He 
kept his yard immaculate, didnôt cause 
anyone trouble and paid his neighbor-
hood association dues on time. At 
Halloween he handed out goodies by 
the fistful, telling the kids with a hearty 
chuckle, ñJust call me Uncle Sam.ò 

About the only thing that seemed 
out of the ordinary about Sam was the 
large, lighted flagpole he installed in 
his front yard, with a flag flying 24-7. 
That struck some of the neighbors as a bit over the top. 
But others liked the notion of a neighborhood flying the 
colors of true patriotism. 

For the most part, Sam seemed like the kind of 
guy youôd want next door. Until one afternoon a large 
moving van pulled up in front of Samôs house and mov-
ers began offloading several dozen large green crates, 
each stenciled with yellow-and-black pie-shaped sym-
bols. Those surely canôt be nuclear weapons, the 
neighbors thought, discretely watching the workmen 
wrestle crate after crate into Samôs basement. Or could 
they? That evening a hastily-named delegation of the 
neighborhood association knocked on Samôs door to 
make an inquiry. 

ñOh, that,ò Sam said amiably at the front door. 
ñNothing to be concerned about. Itôs just a home secu-
rity system.ò 

ñA home security system?ò asked Fred, the vet-
eran next door. ñThat didnôt look like any home security 
system Iôve ever seen!ò 

ñIt may be a bit unorthodox,ò Sam conceded. ñBut 
it should be quite effective.ò 

ñEffective?ò Fred said incredulously. ñIf those 
crates contain nukes, they could level our whole 
neighborhood!ò 

ñWell, actually,ò Sam clarified, ñitôs enough explo-
sives to level the entire city. But thatôs beside the point. 
Theyôre strictly a defensive measure. You know how 
dangerous the world has become these days. Terror-
ists everywhere.ò 

A nuke in the neighborhood  
A parable to ponder by Jim Hannah 
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New stories and pictures on our website ñcome see!  

peaceworkskc.org  



òUrban Rendezvousó spotlights youth  by Scarlett Swall 
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PeaceWorks began supporting the Urban Ranger Corps 
(URC), a community service program for at-risk teens, 
during the last year. To thank us, the Corps invited sev-
eral PeaceWorks Board members as special guests to its 
first annual ñUrban Rendezvousò fundraising dinner at the 
Intercontinental Hotel. 

Rev. John Wandless, founder of URC, began the 
evening by saying there was a difference between charity 
and justice. ñCharity money intervenes after the problem. 
Justice money goes to prevention.ò The work of the Ur-
ban Ranger Corps is about prevention. The mission of 
the Corps is to help prepare at-risk inner-city youth (ages 
14-18) for wholesome, responsible and productive fu-
tures. This past summer, 124 young people applied, but 
funding was available for only 36 positions. With some 
additional help, Wandless hopes to enroll 100 Rangers in 
next summer's program. And, with a lot more help, he 
said, ñImagine the impact that 1,000 Rangers would have 
on our youth, our schools and our communityôs quality of 
life.ò 

     The highlight of the evening was when Rangers 
Jackie Johnson, Kalib Gilmore, Raymond Banks and De-
vonte Peoples, interviewed by Chris Hernandez of NCB 
Action News, shared their personal stories and their 
Corps experiences. Jackie, a first-year Ranger, said the 
summer program taught him ñto respect myself and oth-
ers. And that I can complete anything that I want.ò Kalib, 
18 years old and a second-year Ranger, received at the 
August graduation ceremonies the highest recognition of 
Ranger achievementðthe Leadership Award. He said 
this program has taught him to grow up and become his 

own man. Raymond graduated from Westport High School 
in May 2009 and attends Missouri Valley College in Mar-
shall, Mo. He was elected president of Missouri Valleyôs 
Student Government Association for 2010-11. Raymond 
said, ñI am proud to be called an Urban Ranger. I hope I 
can be an example for future Rangers to let them know 
there is a óplaceô for them in their community.ò Devonte, a 
second-year Ranger, said the leadership skills he learned 
within the Urban Rangers have been an asset in his 
growth. Devonte added, ñI was always respectful, but I 
learned how to be a leader. Now, I'm teaching the new 
Rangers.ò 

I was honored to be at this dinner with PeaceWorks 
Board member Mary Bean, representing PeaceWorks and 
our involvement with this fine program for at-risk youth. 

Last summer, I heard excerpts from a speech given by 
a young lady graduating from Andre Agassiôs Las Vegas 
school for at-risk youth. She stated that she was able to 
attend this school because of her ñat-riskò status. Having 
been given the opportunity to attend this school, she still 
was labeled ñat-risk.ò Her response: ñAt-risk to become the 
first member of my family to graduate from college, at-risk 
to become an outstanding leader, at-risk to be a produc-
tive member of society, at-risk to become someone able to 
give back to her community.ò 
The Urban Ranger Corps provides ñat-riskò youth from 

our community the opportunity to ... 

  
Scarlett Swall is the secretary of the PeaceWorks Board of 
Directors. 

Urban Rangers from left: Devonte Peoples, Jackie 

Johnson, Kalib Gilmore and Raymond Banks. 


