
might not even have been thereò Aug. 
16. Terrell observed, ñWe have not 
been confronted by an officer who can 
say, óI saw you.ô Mr. Cross has not 
been claiming to be an agent; he has 
been claiming to be an owner. I see 
this as a classic First Amendment 
case. This (site) is the property of the 
city, leased and operated by the Na-
tional Nuclear Security Administration. 
We were there with a grievance. There 
isnôt much of a case here that we tres-
passed or that trespass took place.ò  
LaBella overruled the defenseôs mo-
tions and let the case proceed. 
    The first resister to take the stand as 
a witness for the defense was Presby-
terian minister Eric Garbison of Cherith 
Brook Catholic Worker. ñWe have been 
talking to the City Council for years,ò 
asking for city resources to go to the 
needy instead of to the nuclear weap-
ons parts facility, he said. 

(continued on page 4) 

Fourteen nonviolent resisters stood up 
to a huge Caterpillar preparing ground 
Aug. 16 for a new plant in Kansas City, 
Mo., that will make and procure non-
nuclear parts for nuclear weapons.  
    The resisters werenôt about to stand 
down in court, or in City Hall. ñI canôt 
pay a fine to a city that is building a 
nuclear weapons plant,ò Steve Jacobs 
of the Columbia, Mo., Catholic Worker 
community told Municipal Court Judge 
Elena Franco Oct. 7.  
    She fined him $100 plus court costs 
of $31.50 after he pleaded ñtechnically 
not guilty,ò meaning he had entered the 
site but did not consider it wrong. Two 
other resisters, Frank Cordaro and 
Eddie Bloomer, both of the Des Moines 
Catholic Worker, used the same plea, 
received the same sentence, and re-
fused to pay. Franco said warrants for 
their arrest would be issued in 10 days 
if they had not paid.  
    Another four resistersðformer 
PeaceWorks Board member Donna 
Constantineau of Kansas City, Kan.; 
Gina Cook of Holy Family Catholic 
Worker in KC; Beth Seberger of Kan-
sas City, Kan.; and Robert Jones of 
Columbia, Mo.ðpleaded guilty or tech-
nically not guilty. Their sentences: 
$100 plus court costs or a yearôs pro-
bation plus court costs.  
    Within a few hours after their hear-
ing, Cordaro and Bloomer disrupted a 
City Council meeting in City Hall. 
Cordaro hollered that they were sound-
ing an alarm, in the tradition of the 
prophets, about the new facility the city 
has welcomed. They held a banner, 
ñStop building for nuclear war.ò In tan-
dem with them, PeaceWorks Board 
member Ann Suellentrop loudly read a 
statement 300 people had signed (see 
story, page 2). Cordaro and Bloomer, 
who were taken to the city jail, were 

Resisters speak up, act up against new nuclear 

weapons parts plant  by Jane Stoever 
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released the next day on time served.  
    Resister Brian Terrell of the Catholic 
Worker farm in Maloy, Iowa, pleaded 
his own case Oct. 7. Henry Stoever, 
chair of the PeaceWorks Board, repre-
sented the other 13 resisters. Seven 
activists went to trial that afternoon.  
    The trialôs first issue: ownership. The 
resistersô citations named Jim S. Cross 
the owner or possessor of the site. 
    ñThe actual facility title owner is the 
PIEA (Planned Industrial Expansion 
Authority),ò Kevin Breslin, attorney for 
Jim Cross, said under Stoeverôs ques-
tioning. Cross is senior vice president 
of development for CenterPoint Prop-
erties Trust, of which CenterPoint 
Zimmer LLC is a subsidiary. Cross had 
asked the resisters to leave the prop-
erty and had signed the citations. 
    Terrell asked Breslin, ñThis land isnôt 
owned by Jim Cross, right?ò Breslin 
replied, ñHeôs the agent.ò 
    On the witness stand, Cross was 
asked by Stoever to point out the de-
fendants. He could identify only 
Rachael Hoffman, who had met with 
him Aug. 17. Hoffman lives at Holy 
Family Catholic Worker. 
    ñIn this maze of ownership, where 
does the National Nuclear Security 
Administration fit in?ò asked Terrell. 
    ñIôm not sure where that fits in,ò said 
Cross. 
    ñTo your knowledge, is the facility 
being built a nuclear bomb facility?ò 
asked Terrell. Cross again said he was 
not sure.  
    Terrell asked, ñAre you the owner or 
possessor of said property?ò Prosecut-
ing attorney Lowell Gard objected that 
an agent acts on behalf of a corpora-
tion. Municipal Court Judge Anne La-
Bella sustained the objection. 
    Terrell said the only person Cross 
could identify was Hoffman, ñand she 

A box-made-beautiful catches the eye of 

an UNplaza Art Fair patron.  See page 3. 



other players, who together make up ñthe congressional-
religious-industrial-military-entertainment complex?ò (Thatôs 
ñthe CRIME complex,ò in short.) 
These bed partners donôt seem so strange, if you think 

about it. The politicians authorize wars and the funds for 
war, the corporations who profit from war make contributions 
to political campaigns, the military makes a career of war to 
make the world safe for corporations, the entertainment in-
dustry churns out profitable blockbusters in support of the 
Myth of Redemptive Violence, and most churches sanction 
the status quo and their role in it, through silence or assent.  

Soðcoming soon to a war theatre near youðnot only 
The Longest War, but its sequel, War Without End. Thatôs 
what Ike was warning us about. Iôd encourage you to listen 
to ñEisenhowerôs Farewell Addressò on YouTube. I was 
moved not only by his cautionary words about militarism, but 
also by his closing aspirations for the worldôs people: 

We pray that peoples of all faiths, all races, all nations, 
may have their great human needs satisfied: é that the 
scourges of poverty, disease and ignorance will be made to 
disappear from the earth, and that, in the goodness of time, 
all peoples will come to live together in a peace guaranteed 
by the binding force of mutual respect and love. 
Amen. And now, if youôll excuse me, Iôm going in search 

of one of those old ñI Like Ikeò campaign buttons. Surely if a 
Republican general can get it, some of todayôs candidates 
can also come to see the hazards of the ñCRIME complex.ò   

 
       Jim Hannah is a PeaceWorks Board member and col-
umnist. 

Generally speaking, generals donôt make my hero list. I 
basically consider them high priests of the Myth of Re-
demptive Violenceðwhat Walter Wink described so 
aptly as ñthe belief that violence saves, that war brings 
peace, that might makes right.ò I put no faith in that 
myth. 

But General Dwight D. Eisenhower was not totally 
enthralled with the myth either, so he holds my unique 
regard. Yes, he was a career general, and commander-
in-chief of the U.S. militaryð1953 to l961. And, yes, he 
probably contributed to the Communist scare that even-
tually lead to the Vietnam debacle.  
But I balance Ikeôs warrior tendencies with one tre-

mendous peacemaking insight he contributed to his 
time, and to oursðthe term ñmilitary-industrial com-
plex.ò Ike was no peacenik, for sure. He viewed ongo-
ing military preparedness as essential, in his farewell 
address saying, ñA vital element in keeping the peace 
is our military establishment.ò  

One could dispute that 
point, but it would be 
much more difficult to 
dispute the sage counsel 
that followed: 
    In the councils of gov-
ernment, we must guard 
against the acquisition of 
unwarranted influence, 
whether sought or un-
sought, by the military-
industrial complex. The 
potential for the disas-
trous rise of misplaced 

power exists and will persist. 
Amazing! Nearly fifty years ago Eisenhower saw 

clearly the dangers of permanent militarism and end-
less war. The U.S. has since become a military colos-
sus, with a military presence in 135 nations, 1.4 million 
soldiers on active duty, a $692 billion defense budget 
for fiscal year 2010, and three million Pentagon em-
ployees (the nationôs largest employer, more than twice 
the size of Wal-Mart!). We are actively pursuing two 
wars, one with 100,000 combat troops in Afghanistan, 
the other with 50,000 ñadvisorsò and several times that 
number of mercenaries and civilian contractors in Iraq. 
And compared to the four years of World War II, weôve 
been waging war nine years in Afghanistan and seven 
years in Iraqðwith no end in sight.  

It seems the military-industrial complex that Ike 
warned against is now so firmly entrenched itôs a given 
of our increasingly militarized and violent society. So 
expansive is its reach that the term itself needs expan-
sion. Some have suggested the ñmilitary-industrial-
congressional complex.ò Or how about adding a few 

Right on, Ike (but now, even more complex)  
by Jim Hannah 
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Circulate, sign, send  
During the UNplaza Art Fair, PeaceWorks asked fair-goers to sign 

a statement to be sent to Mayor Mark Funkhouser and the City 

Council. ñWe are deeply concerned that Kansas City, Mo., has 

sold municipal bonds to secret investors who are building in KC 

the first new nuclear bomb production plant in 32 years,ò the 

statement begins. It calls on the city to: 

¶ Revoke the bonds and stop building until alternative jobs 

are created for the workers. 

¶ Work on a clean-up plan for the current plant and prevent 

waste material at the new plant from being stored at the 

current plant. 

¶ Demand that charges be dropped for acts of conscience 

on city property concerning the weapons-of-mass-

destruction plant. 

¶ Invest in a real economic development plan through green

-energy jobs. 

¶ Join with the U.S. Conference of Mayors in calling for a 

world free of nuclear weapons by 2020. 

For a copy, contact PeaceWorks Board member Ann Suellentrop 

at 913-271-7925 or annsuellen@gmail.com. Return signed copies 

to her at the address on the statement. 

mailto:annsuellen@gmail.com


UNplaza Art Fair benefits whole community  
by Patricia Nelson    photos by Jim Hannah 
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About 110 talented regional artists participated in the 19
th
 Annual UNplaza 

Art Fair, Sept. 25-26, PeaceWorksô annual fundraiser. This year, most 
artists achieved a higher rate of sales than last yearôs show, helping not 
only PeaceWorks, but All Souls Unitarian Universalist Church and the local 
economy. The PeaceWorks booth sold books, peace T-shirts, and the 
whimsical ñVooDoo Dolls for Peaceò by PeaceWorks Board member 
Scarlett Swall. The earnings go to scholarships, youth peace education and 
the nuclear weapons awareness project. Learn more about the work 
PeaceWorks does in the community at www.peaceworkskc.org. 
     PeaceWorks would like to thank all the patrons, artists and volunteers 
who pulled together to make this yearôs UNplaza Art Fair a terrific success.  
We look forward to next yearôs 20

th
 Annual UNplaza Art Fair.  We hope to 

see you all then!  
Patricia Nelson, vice chair of the Peace Works Board, coordinated the fair. 

Two fair-goers 

delight in the 

stained-glass 

artistry. 

New this year: purple T-shirts and 
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Charlotte Swall (left) and Patricia (Patti) 

Nelson relax by the PeaceWorks booth. 

Money-counters aglow: Dave Pack, 

Scarlett Swall (sitting) and Debbie Wallin. 

Checkered Past fiddles up some fun. 

Urban Ranger Corps shows 
gratitude to PeaceWorks 
 

The Urban Ranger Corps, a nine-week summer 

experience for at-risk young men in KC, has 

recognized PeaceWorksô recent support. In 

preparing for its first ñUrban Rendezvousò 

fundraising dinner, the Corps asked 

PeaceWorks to send representatives as guests to 

the supper on a complimentary basis. The next 

issue of this newsletter will cover the Oct. 29 

ñUrban Rendezvous.ò 

    Several rangers and the programôs founder, 

Father John Wandless, attended the UNplaza 

Art Fair and shared information about the 

program with fair-goers. 


