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Where dO my peaCe dO”aI'S 907 By Henry Stoever

I hope to see you at our annual UNpl aza Art Fair! It 6s
Souls grounds and take home treasures such as woven crafts, pottery, painting, jewelry, scarves and greeting cards.
Part of each sale counts as your peace dasindeentsyouh€lpiustmu gh t h
oppose the new nuclear weapons parts plant, the Kansas City Plant (see pages 2 and 3);
mobilize efforts to trim the $705 billion annual allocation for the military, besides funds for war and nukes;
redirect resources from the military to health, education, and the well-being of our citizens and our world;
give a peace scholarship to a Park University student;
commemorate the bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki (see page 4); and
support initiatives to keep at-risk urban youth in school while fostering their job skills and self esteem, as the
Urban Ranger Corps does so well (see page 5).

Thank you for your amazing support in the past. Our work builds largely on your membership payment (see page 6)
and the UNplaza Art Fair. We have a big job ahead of us. Your support is vital!

Henry Stoever chairs the PeaceWorks Board.
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Sat. Sept. 25th, 10 am. -6 p.m. s
Sun. Sept., 26th, 12 p.m.-5p.m. "

4501 Walnut St., KCMO 64111
On the grounds of All Souls
Unitarian Universalist Church x “33
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Shop early for the holidays and help the cause of peace!
A benefit for PeaceWorks, KC www.peaceworkskc.org



PAGE2

OBut

Remember
Emperor 6s
emperor who is duped by two weavers into believing
they can fashion for him a cloth so fine it would be in-
visible to the incompetent or hopelessly stupid. When
at | ast presented his
emperor nor his ministers want to confess that they see
nothing, lest they lose their royal positions. Only when
the ruler marches in a processional before his subjects
is the truth revealed. A child cries out that he is wearing
nothing at all, and the crowd takes up the cry. Sad to
say, the deluded emperor suspects the truth but
proudly continues the processiond stark naked!

I hadno6ét heard the stor
come to my mind repeatedly in the recent protests
against the old and new Kansas City nuclear weapons
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and high wall s, |l argely
61 years. But they are in truth emperors and ministers of an
inconceivably vast nuclear arsenal. And the outcry of a few
t he anket of
sion.

The naked truth is that nuclear weapons are no longer
protecting us, but endangering us, and the only rational
course is their total elimination. More and more, it is evident
that on our present course, it is but a matter of time before a
rogue nation or group acquires and uses a nuclear weapon,
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The naked truth is that ultimately the only way to retain
nuclear weapons as a credible threat and deterrent is to ac-
tually wuse them. Wasnot
atomic bombs on Hiroshi
same rationale hold today?

The naked truth is that nuclear weapons are of such
magnitude, and so indiscriminate in their destruction, they
cannot be justified as defensive weapons. Holding entire
civilian populations hostage (indeed, threatening creation
itself) is an act of naked aggression, not defense.

And the naked truth is that weapons whose use is
suicidald even homicidald would be used only by the men-
tally deranged. The madness must be stopped.

These are truths the empe
ers to see, or voice. When our little handful of several dozen
protestors blocked the entrance to the KC Plant last June,
we were ordered to immediately disperse, or be arrested. At
one point | counted at least 12 law enforcement vehicles
converged on the scene to contain the threat of our peaceful
demonstration, including
turvy, |
tional) security threat? A little ragtag band of peaceful wit-
nesses outside the walls? Or the thousands of workers in-
side the walls, quietly going about the business of building
delivery systems that can incinerate millions in seconds?

Literary commentators who have appraised the world-
wide, iconic appealof The Emper or 6 s sajpaw
of its lesson to children i
to challenge authority and
those of us who would be peacemakers continue to see
clearly. And may we speak the truth in love, in a growing
chorus, such that even the emperor may one day hear and
respond. That hope, though distant, is much more than a
fairy tale.
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Jim Hannah is a PeaceWorks correspondent and a member
of the PeaceWorks Board.

Resist the KC Plant!

Graphic by Jamie Chase and John Witham
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